
This was written by Mr. Bruen after he had visited

Janan on his way to Korea the first time, 1899.

‘^CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN.

“BY HENRY MUNRO BRUEN.

"TAIKU, Korea, Dec. 15, 1899.

“The year 1899 has witnessed a country but one generation open

to Western civilization take her place in the sisterhood of nations--a

nation born in a day. Such a prodigjLous growth is without a parallel in

history. But forty years ago Japan was little known to the outside

world. A few missionaries had secured admittance, but only to be

expelled and their work well nigh stamped out. Since Commodore Perry

sailed into Yeddo Bay and compelled Japan to open her barred doors, she

has become a centre of interest to the civilized world. In her politi-

cal development Germany seems to have been her model. She has a well

ordered army, and her navy stands among the big four. Her harbors are

thronged with ships, and war vessels from the leading nations of the

world cruise along her coast, or lie at anchor in her harbors. Passen-

ger steamships are crowded with tourists and business men, while freight

steamers of all kinds make Yokohama, Kobe and Nagasaki commercial

centres for the East, and they are fast becoming cosmopolitan cities.

When we arrived September last in Yokohama bay, I was told by an old

resident, that it was the liveliest scene he had ever witnessed in a

Japanese port.

“Kobe, some six hundred miles south of Yokohama, has within the

past year passed Yokohama as a commercial rival. I was told while there

that the past month had witnessed the erection of five hundred houses.

I was shown streets where but a few months previous had been rice fields.
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All the trans-Pacific steamer lines stop at Yokohama and Kobe. Japan is

fast becoming covered with a network of railway and telegraphic communi-

cation from all important points. Nor has she fallen behind us in her

educational development. A carefully graded system of schools has been

established with compulsory attendance for all between the ages of six

and fourteen years. I had the pleasure of visiting a Government day

school in Kyoto. There were 1,500 sjtudents--l,000 boys and 500 girls.

One of the teachers kindly showed me from room to room where were

classes being conducted very much as they are in the United States.

"They also had an industrial department for the girls where

sewing, etc., was taught. I was pleased to find the evidence of induc-

tive study, and as I passed from one building to another I noticed a

beehive, where a lesson from life was being taught by the little workers.

In addition to a large play ground there was also a building for indoor

exercise. We might call it a gymnasium, though the apparatus and

instruction was entirely military.

"But what of the religious life of this people? Has there been

no development along this line as well? A general impression seems to

be current that the day for Mission work in Japan has passed. I recently

saw in one of the leading religious papers of the United States, an

article to this effect. Such an impression seems to have come from a

failure to realize that time is necessary in order to have the princi-

ples of Christianity take a vital hold upon the nation. In 1872 there

were edicts against Christianity, reading: *The Christian sect is

strictly prohibited;* *If any one is suspected of belonging to it, let

it be made known and a reward will be given. ! At that time there were



twelve Protestant Christians in Japan who held their faith at the risk

of their lives. Every service was attended by officials and was reported

to the Govemment. Now there are 40,000 communicants found in every walk

of life, and 100,000 who are classed as Christians. I had the pleasure

of meeting not a few, and was impressed with the earnestness they mani-

fested. There are now 423 organized Christian churches, with a native

clergy numbering 308. The Emperor h^s accepted a Bible, and a cousin of

the Emperor in command of the Imperial Guard, made it possible to dis-

tribute Scriptures among the members of the Guard and thanked the agent

of the Bible Society for doing it. During the war permission was

obtained from the War Department to distribute Scriptures through the

army, to visit all hospitals and supply Scriptures and religious books

to all prisoners of war. The same permission was granted by the navy to

Rev. Henry Loomis, though in 1884 the same man was forbidden to set foot

on the ship. Now the American Society employs forty colporters, whose

expenses are paid by the sales.

"The man whose voice and pen carry more weight than any other

next to the Emperor, is the Marquis Ito; and his voice is always raised

for the Christian: having been himself kindly treated, and I believe

partly educated by Hugh Matheson, a Presbyterian Elder in London. The

first President of the Diet, (corresponding to our Lower and Upper House)

was a Christian. The Vice President of the Liberal Party in Japan is a

Christian. A year ago when two men were chosen by the Liberal party to

confer with the Progressionists about a union, both were Christians.

"The press is also coming to be a valuable ally of Christianity.

There are thirty papers edited and controlled, more or less, by



Christians. The Scriptures are published by a Christian publishing com-

pany. There are three Christians in one of the leading banks of Yoko-

hama. The chief secretary o| one of largest steamship companies in

Japan is a Christian. On one of the largest railroads, a preference is

said to be given to Christians. Mr. Fisher, Secretary of the Interna-

tional Young Men's Christian Association for Japan, recently sold in

fifty-five minutes, on the railroad J^etween Yokohama and Tokyo 140 cop-

ies of the Gospels; and in one day, the sale reached 614 copies. The

Commander of the best war vessel is a Presbyterian Elder. The President

of the Young Men's Christian Association in Tokyo, is one of the Chief

Secretaries of the War Department. There is a medical society of

Christians of seventy-two members. A Christian Chaplain in the prison

in Tokyo, was recently made instructor in a school for training prison

officials and he has written a book on criminology. The chairman of the

Diet offers prayer at the opening session. And so today in positions of

trust, in every walk of life, may be found those who own allegiance to

our Lord. The facts I have given above were gathered largely from con-

versation with Mr. Loomis, the head of the American and Foreign Bible

Society in Yokohama, and partly from my own observations.

"Mr. Loomis has been upon the field for twenty-seven years and

with such a long vision can see changes in the religious life of the

Japanese people, quite as marvelous as are those in their industrial and

political life. In the face of these facts, and others that might be

secured, may we not believe that this nation will ere long take its

place among the Christian nations of the world? Much has been said, and

might be justly said of the immorality and lack of business integrity of



the Japanese; yet, God has not left this people without a witness for

Himself. The recent action of the Department of Education forbidding

the teaching of Christianity, or the performing of any rites or cere-

monies of the Christian religion, in any schools of the primary, or high

school grade which enjoys Government privileges, i.e., freedom from con-

scription for military services, during the school age, and a diploma

entitling the holder to go on to a higher education, called forth such a

chorus of reproof, not only from the Christian nations, but from the

Japanese press, that the action will almost certainly be revoked. A

large Buddist element in the Educational Department doubtless accounts

partly for this backward step. Japan's experience in this matter has

taught her a lesson in religious toleration (which is a privilege

granted to her subjects by her Constitution) which she will not soon

forget

•

its fundamental truths been the cause of the immorality, or, if we may

so speak, the un-morality of her people? And may we not expect that as

the leaven of truth lays hold upon this people, we may see Japan become

a power for good among her sisters in the East? The greatness of her

commercial and political develop ,ment ,
has obscured the marvelous

change that the power of Christ has produced in her religious life. Yet

her religious develop-t ment has been neither slow nor insignificant, but

her political and commercial develop ment has been so rapid, and so

obvious, that those forces which work more slowly, because more pro-

foundly, are overlooked.''

tiIs not Christianity the hope of Japan? and has not the lack of


